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When Licensees are Required



When is a Licensee Required on a project?

The work 
comprises the 

practice of 
engineering or 

architecture

The work is 
not exempt 

from the 
E&A 

Regulation 
Act

Design 
professionals 
are required



Practice Definitions

• Engineering
Any service or creative work that requires engineering 
education, training, and experience in the application of 
special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and 
engineering sciences. 

• Architecture
Providing or offering to provide design services in 
connection with the construction, enlargement, or 
alteration of a building or group of buildings and the space 
within and surrounding the buildings.

• Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 81-3420 and 81-3421



Rule 10.3
Occupancy Classification Maximum Building Area (sq. ft.)

A – Assembly Less than 1,000

B – Business Less than 3,000

E – Educational Less than 1,000

F – Factory Less than 5,000

H – Hazardous

H-1, H-2, H-3, H-4 Less than 2,000

H-5 Less than 4,000

I – Institutional 

I-1, Personal Care Less than 3,000

I-2, Healthcare Less than 5,000

I-3, Detention Less than 3,000

I-4, Day Care Less than 2,000

M – Mercantile Less than 3,000

R – Residential 

R-1, R-2, R-4 Less than 4,000

R-3, single family through four-plex Less than 10,000

S – Storage Less than 5,000

U – Utility Less than 5,000

• Notwithstanding other 
provisions of the E&A Act, 
persons who are not 
licensed architects or 
professional engineers 
may perform planning 
and design services in 
connection with any 
building, structure, or 
work as indicated 

• Any structure which 
contains two or more 
occupancies is governed 
by the most restrictive 
occupancy



Renovations & Additions
Renovations and One-Level Additions

• Renovations and one-level additions to an existing 
building, structure, or work are exempt from the E&A 
Act if:
▪ The total impacted area is less than the area set by Rule 

10.3; and
▪ The area of renovation or addition does not adversely 

impact the mechanical system; the electrical system; the 
structural integrity; the means of egress; and does not 
change or come into conflict with the occupancy 
classification of the existing or adjacent tenant space, 
building, structure or work.

If the renovation or addition adversely impacts other 
areas, these additional areas shall be included in the 
occupancy and building area calculations set by Section 
10.3. 



Exemptions – Public Works

• Any public works project with contemplated 
expenditures for the completed project that do not 
exceed $118,000

• Dollar amount adjusted every five years

• Next adjustment to be made on July 1, 2024
▪ N.R.S. § 81-3453 (4)



Exemptions - Farm Buildings

• 81-3449 (3) and 81-3453 (3)
▪ The construction, remodeling, alteration, or renovation of farm 

buildings, including barns, silos, sheds, or housing for farm 
equipment and machinery, livestock, poultry, or storage, if the 
structures are designed to be occupied by no more than twenty 
persons;

• Farm building shall be defined as an agricultural building is 
defined in the state building code (Rule 10.2.5), and reads:
▪ “A structure designed and constructed to house farm implements, 

hay, grain, poultry, livestock or other horticultural products.
This structure shall not be a place of human habitation or a place of 
employment where agricultural products are processed, treated or 
packaged, nor shall it be a place used by the public.”



Rule 10.6 – Building Officials

• Notwithstanding E&A Regulation act exemptions, 
responsible building officials may require the 
involvement of a professional engineer if the 
official finds a hazard to life, health, safety, or 
welfare due to:
▪ Unusual circumstances of a building or structure, or 

▪ An unusually large number of potential occupants in 
relation to square footage for a particular occupancy



Chapter 8: Enforcement 



• The Board receives 
complaints and 
notifications of projects 
from various entities:
▪ Nebraska State Fire 

Marshal, DHHS, and other 
state agencies

▪ Local jurisdiction officials

▪ Licensees & Organizations

▪ Members of the public

Complaints



Rule 8.1



Rule 8.4 - Remediation



Coordinating Professional

▪ 81-3408. Coordinating professional, defined. 
• Coordinating professional means a licensee who coordinates, 

as appropriate, the work of all licensees involved in a project.

▪ 81-3437.02. Coordinating professional; designation; duties. 
• (1) Projects involving more than one licensed architect or 

professional engineer shall have an architect or professional 
engineer designated as the coordinating professional for the 
entire project. The coordinating professional may, but need 
not, provide architectural or engineering services on the 
project. The coordinating professional shall apply his or her seal 
in accordance with the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act 
to the cover sheet of all documents and denote the seal as that 
of the coordinating professional. 

• (2) The coordinating professional shall be responsible for 
reviewing and coordinating technical documents prepared by 
others for compatibility with the design of the project.
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Final 
Remediation 
Letter



The Remediation 
Licensee List



Remediation Licensee List

• Voluntary 

• Volunteers must be in good standing with the 
Board

• When requested, list is sent to project owners to 
connect them with licensees willing to assist with 
the remediation process

• To join the list, please complete the post-webinar 
survey that will be sent out later this week. 
▪ Provide your name and license number

▪ Organizations: provide name and Certificate of 
Authorization (CoA) number



Questions?



Contact Info & Resources

• Remediation brochure available on our 
website, physical copies on request. 
Email NBEA.Marketing@Nebraska.Gov

• Questions about remediation, the 
licensee list, or anything else, email 
NBEA.Compliance@Nebraska.Gov

mailto:NBEA.Marketing@Nebraska.Gov
mailto:NBEA.Compliance@Nebraska.Gov

