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License Renewals



License Renewals
 Licenses are renewed every two years.

 Renewal cycles are based on the licensee’s last name.
• A through K: Licenses expire December 31 of odd-numbered years.

• L through Z: Licenses expire December 31 of even-numbered years.

 Notifications are sent via email in October of each renewal year.

 Must be completed by 11:59 PM CT on December 31 to avoid a late fee.
• Monthly Penalty for Late Renewals: $8 (up to $80)

 Licensees cannot practice or offer to practice in Nebraska with an expired license.

 Online payments accepted
• Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or E-Check



In 2026, Who Can Renew?
 Licensees with last names L through Z

• Renew online at https://www.nebraska.gov/EA/ea_renew.php.
• Renewal deadline: December 31, 2026, at 11:59 PM CT.

 FYI: Licensees with last names A through K
• Licenses not renewed in 2025 expired December 31, 2025.
• May still renew until December 31, 2026, by paying appropriate late fees.
• Must request paper renewal form from the Board office; cannot renew online.

https://www.nebraska.gov/EA/ea_renew.php
mailto:nbea.office@nebraska.gov


Online Renewal
https://www.nebraska.gov/EA/ea_renew.php

A-1234
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https://www.nebraska.gov/EA/ea_renew.php


Online Renewal



 Legal Name Change
• Submit a Name Change Request and 

Attestation form with supporting legal 
documentation to nbea.office@nebraska.gov 
or by mail. 

• Cannot be completed during online renewal.

 Address Change
• May be updated during online renewal or by 

contacting Board staff directly. 
• Only one address is maintained on file.
• Verify your address during renewal, even if 

you recently submitted an update.

Information Update

https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/name_change_affidavit.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/name_change_affidavit.pdf
mailto:nbea.office@nebraska.gov
mailto:connie.belt@nebraska.gov


Online Renewal



Emeritus Status (Rule 1.11.4)
 May elect for those retiring and/or no longer practicing in Nebraska.

 Requires Board approval and for the licensee to be in good standing.

 Cannot practice or offer to practice architecture or engineering in Nebraska.

 May use the honorary titles “Architect Emeritus” or “Professional Engineer 
Emeritus.”

 For paper renewals, select Change to Emeritus Status and include the one-
time $25 fee.

 Does not expire or need to be renewed.

 Exempt from CE requirement.



Disclosure Questions
 Eight questions concerning professional, criminal, and civil conduct.

 A "yes" response requires review and approval before renewal can be 
completed.

 Additional information may be requested.

 Answering "yes" does not automatically result in denial.



Online Renewal



Online Renewal



Paper Renewals
 Contact Board staff to request a paper renewal application.

• nbea.office@nebraska.gov 
• (402) 471-2021

 Application must be postmarked or submitted in person by December 31, 
2026.
• Physical Address: 215 Centennial Mall S Ste 400 Lincoln, NE 68508-1813
• Mailing Address: PO Box 95165 Lincoln, NE 68509-5165

 Payments made by cash or check must be for the exact amount.

 A receipt will be mailed once payment is received.

mailto:nbea.office@nebraska.gov
mailto:nbea.office@nebraska.gov


Inactive or Retired Status
 Nebraska does not place licenses in “inactive” or “retired” status.

 Licensees who choose not to renew do not need to notify Board staff.

 There is no penalty for allowing a license to lapse.



Reinstatement (Rule 1.11.3)
 Licenses expired for more than one year must apply for reinstatement. 

 To apply for reinstatement, the following must be submitted:
• New Application for Licensure (Architect / Professional Engineer)

◦ Can also apply online (Architect / Professional Engineer)

• License Reinstatement Affidavit attesting that they have not practiced architecture or 
engineering in Nebraska during the time the license was expired.

• Documentation of CE compliance for the two-year period immediately preceding the 
date the reinstatement application was received by the Board.

• Passage of an exam on the Nebraska Engineers and Architects Regulation Act.

 If approved, the original license number will be retained.

https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/architect_license_app.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/engineer_comity_licensure_application.pdf
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-ea-professional-licensure/architect/applicant/save
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-ea-professional-licensure/engineer/applicant/create
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/reinstatement_affidavit.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/reinstatement_affidavit.pdf


Continuing Education 
Requirements



Requirements
 Continuing education hours required for each biennial renewal period:

• Architects: 24 hours of architectural-related learning 
• Professional Engineers: 30 hours of engineering-related learning 

 Acceptable continuing education topics must be either:
• technical in nature, or 
• a topic that is part of that profession’s body of knowledge as developed by the 

applicable national professional engineering society or categorized as a Health, Safety, 
and Welfare topic by NCARB.



Acceptable Activities (Rule 9.2.3)
 Examples of acceptable activities:

• Presenting or attending qualifying seminars, in-house courses, workshops, or 
professional or technical presentations

• Participating in the development of items for NCEES or NCARB examinations
• Authoring published papers, articles, books
• Serving as an ABET/EAC- or NAAB-accredited program evaluator



Engineering Body of Knowledge

https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf 

https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/nspe-body-of-knowledge.pdf


NSPE Body of Knowledge
 Basic/Foundational

• Mathematics
• Natural Sciences
• Humanities + Social Science

 Professional Practice
• Business Aspects of Engineering
• Ethical Responsibility
• Global Knowledge + Awareness
• Leadership
• Legal Aspects of Engineering
• Lifelong Learning
• Professional Attitudes
• Project Management
• Public Policy + Engineering
• Teamwork

 Technical
• Manufacturing/Construction
• Design
• Engineering Economics
• Engineering Science
• Engineering Tools
• Experiments
• Problem Recognition + Solving
• QC/QA
• Risk, Reliability, & Uncertainty
• Safety
• Societal Impact
• Systems Engineering
• Operations + Maintenance
• Sustainability + Environmental Impact
• Technical Breadth
• Technical Depth



NCARB Health, Safety, and Welfare
 NCARB's Continuing Education Guidelines 

identify qualifying HSW subjects.

 The NCARB Competency Standard for 
Architects establishes 16 competency areas 
related to protecting public health, safety, 
and welfare.

 Learning programs must address one or 
more competencies or HSW subjects and 
demonstrate a direct and specific connection 
to protecting public health, safety, or welfare 
to qualify as HSW subjects for continuing 
education.

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ContinuingEducationGuidelines.pdf
https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Competency-Standard.pdf
https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Competency-Standard.pdf


Web-Based (Online) Offerings
Web-based offerings include webinars, video conferences, online meetings, 
pre-recorded presentations, etc.



Web-Based (Online) Offerings
Web-based offerings are not restricted and may constitute all of the biennial education requirements if at least one 
of the following applies:

1. The Course is Live and Interactive

 These courses are led by an instructor and enable both the instructor and attendees to give, receive, and discuss information in 
real-time.

2. The Course is Provided by a Qualifying Provider

 The course is provided by one of the following types of providers:

1. International Association for Continuing Educational Training (IACET) approved providers

2. Institutions of higher education that have an accredited program in architecture or engineering

3. Professional engineering or architectural societies

4. Technical societies and associations recognized at a national level

5. Governmental agencies

6. NCARB and NCEES

7. American Institute of Architects-approved providers

If neither of the above applies, web-based offerings may constitute no more than one-fourth of the biennial 
education requirement: six hours for architects or seven and one-half hours for professional engineers.



Restrictions
 At least one hour must be directly related to ethical issues of a licensee’s 

professional practice.

 Individuals who are both a licensed architect and professional engineer 
may use ethics-related hours and any other hours to satisfy CE 
requirements of both licenses if the subject is BOTH architecture- and 
engineering-related.



Self-Guided Activities
 Planned and performed under the licensee’s 

own direction and guidance.

 May constitute no more than one-fourth of the 
biennial education requirement.
• Architects: Up to six hours 
• Professional Engineers: Up to seven and one-half hours

 Separate and distinct from the web-based 
activities restriction.

 Must complete and submit the Nebraska 
Continuing Education Self-Guided Reporting 
Form to be considered.

https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_selfguided_report.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_selfguided_report.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_selfguided_report.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_selfguided_report.pdf
https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_selfguided_report.pdf


Recordkeeping (Rule 9.5)
 Licensees are responsible for maintaining records necessary to support 

credits claimed for continuing education. Records required include, but are 
not limited to:
• A log showing the type of activity claimed, sponsoring organization, location, duration, 

instructor's or speaker's name, and unit credits earned, with supporting information to 
include verification records in the form of completion certificates or other documents 
supporting evidence of attendance; OR

• Records relating to continuing education that are maintained by NCEES, NCARB, or 
other organizations that satisfy Rule 9.5.1 requirements.

 The Board provides a free Continuing Education Log on its website for 
licensees.

https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_log_form.pdf


1

1

2

2 3

3

https://ea.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/ce_log_form.pdf


Courses, Credits, and Units (Rule 9.4)
 The Board has final authority with respect to approval of courses and credits; 

no pre-approval of activities.

 Board staff cannot provide guidance to licensees as to whether a particular 
course or activity qualifies for credit.

 A CE provider who says they are approved in Nebraska or “all 50 states” is a 
red flag.

 One actual hour is equivalent to at least 50 minutes of instruction.

 The Board will grant a maximum of 10 hours in any calendar day.

 Rule 9.4.2 covers the conversion of other units of credit to actual hours.



Carry-Over (Rule 9.4)
 Licensees are eligible to carry up to half of their required hours from the 

previous 2-year period to the current biennium period.
• Architects: Up to 12 hours
• Professional Engineers: Up to 15 hours

 Licensees may carry over excess CE hours earned during their initial renewal 
period, even though they are exempt from CE requirements during that period.
• Architects: Hours exceeding 24
• Professional Engineers: Hours exceeding 30

 Documentation is required to verify excess CE hours eligible for carryover. 



Exemptions and Waivers (Rule 9.6)
 Licensees are exempt from CE requirements under either of the following circumstances:

• Initial Renewal Period

• Emeritus Status

 With supporting documentation and approval from the Board or Executive Director, 
licensees may qualify for a CE exemption for one of the following reasons:
• Active Military Duty

◦ More than 120 days in each calendar year of the renewal period: Exempt from CE requirements.

◦ More than 120 days in only one calendar year of the renewal period: Required to complete half of the 
required CE hours for their profession, which is 12 hours for architects, and 15 hours for professional 
engineers

• Physical Disability, Illness, or Other Extenuating Circumstances

 The Board may, at its discretion, waive the continuing education requirement for any 
architect or professional engineer.



Continuing Education 
Audits



 The Board may audit any licensee for CE compliance.

 Licensees are selected randomly, up to 5% of all licensees.

 Selected licensees will be notified by mail and email in early February 
2027.

Audit Notifications



 If selected for an audit, the following information must be submitted for review within 30 
days of notification:
• A log showing the type of activity claimed, sponsoring organization, location, duration, instructor's or 

speaker's name, and unit credits earned, with supporting information to include verification records 
in the form of completion certificates or other documents supporting evidence of attendance; OR

• Records relating to continuing education that are maintained by NCEES, NCARB, or other 
organizations that satisfy Rule 9.5.1 requirements.

 Arrange the log and attendance verification records in order by completion date.

 Combine them into one document, such as a PDF. 

 Materials not meeting these requirements must be corrected and resubmitted before 
review.

 Do not send CE documentation unless you receive an audit notification.

Audit Requirements



 If CE Hours Are Disallowed
• Licensees must substantiate the original claim or earn replacement credit within 60 

days of notification of disallowance.
• Extensions may be granted by the Board on an individual basis.

◦ Must be requested by the licensee within 30 days of notification of disallowance.

◦ May not exceed an additional 60 days.

Audit Requirements



Board Education, 
Outreach, and 

Support



 Informal webinar to ask questions about 
licensure, Board Rules, and the Act.

 Held on the second Thursday of every 
month at 12 PM CT using the same 
Microsoft Teams link.

 You may also dial in by phone.             
Call +1 402-257-5560 and enter the 
phone conference ID: 796 558 53#. 

NEW Monthly Q&A with Board Staff

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/28060213598156?p=1H76FYTNI3ybvto1Br
https://ea.nebraska.gov/monthly-qa-sessions


NBEA Lunch and Learn Webinar Series
 Free quarterly webinars for the public, 

licensees, and local jurisdiction 
officials.

 Topics vary and include the design 
professions and building project 
compliance issues.

 Live, interactive sessions typically held 
Mondays or Wednesdays from 12–1 
PM CT.

 Designed to qualify for one hour of 
architecture- and engineering-related 
continuing education.

https://ea.nebraska.gov/nbea-lunch-and-learn-webinar-series


The  Nebraska Professional
 Monthly digital newsletter sent 

via email and available on the 
Board’s website.

 Features Board updates, 
legislation, rules, compliance 
cases, and other important 
news.

 To subscribe, email 
nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov.

https://ea.nebraska.gov/nebraska-professional
mailto:nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov


Resources

Publications
 Digital publications are available 

on the Board's website.

 Free printed copies may be 
requested using the Order 
Materials button.

 Include the publication title, 
quantity, and mailing address.

https://ea.nebraska.gov/publications


Contact Information
 Amy Habe, Compliance Officer

• nbea.compliance@nebraska.gov 
• (402) 471-9602

 Allyson Berglund, Public Information Officer
• nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov 
• (402) 471-3044

 Important Reminders
• CE credit is anticipated; the Board does not pre-approve CE offerings.
• Attendance confirmation will be emailed within one week to those who participate in 

the entire presentation. Certificates will not be issued.
• Phone participants requesting verification should email nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov.

mailto:nbea.compliance@nebraska.gov
mailto:nbea.compliance@nebraska.gov
mailto:nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov
mailto:nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov
mailto:nbea.marketing@nebraska.gov
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